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KOTA Conference 2022 Presentation Speakers and Abstracts

	Title and Abstract
	Presenters
	Level

	Acute care simulation hospital room hands on experience***
Students will experience an intensive hospital based hands on simulation environment while collaborating between OT and OTA students. Experiences will focus on ICU and inpatient medical management of patients for occupational therapy sessions.

	Misty Burton, OTD, OTR/L
	Student 

	Addressing Student Mental Health Needs in School Based Practice *
This presentation will focus on best practice strategies in school based occupational therapy practice for promoting mental health; providing resources and ideas for intervention and interprofessional collaboration.

	Jennifer Hight, OTD, OTR/L
	Student, Entry level, intermediate

	AOTF: Building Evidence for Practice **
AOTF is the nation’s leading non-profit investing in new OT research and the future OT workforce. This presentation will cover this mission and how our work is building evidence in demand.

	Lawrence Liff
	All levels

	Assessing Students’ Cultural Responsiveness with Standard Patient Interactions *
This presentation explores methods to assess students’ perception and performance of culturally responsive skills during high fidelity simulations with standard patients.

	Rebecca Mojica, OTD, MS,OTR/L, and Geela Spira, PhD, OTR/L & Susan Skees Hermes, OTD, BCP, OTR/L
	Intermediate

	Creating Occupational Opportunities for Students with Disabilities  Through Drama *
This descriptive qualitative study demonstrates the use of theater productions as a meaningful activity for children and adolescents with various disabilities for occupation-based programming. Student and caregiver perceptions will be shared.

	Markii Landry, OTD, OTR/L, Shirley P. O’Brien, PhD, OTR/L, FAOTA, and Camille Skubik-Peplaski, PhD, OTR/L, FAOTA
	Entry level

	Developing Your Online Presence as an OT *
In this session, we will discuss the various online media you can use to
share your knowledge as an OT with the world

	Jayson Davies, MA, OTR/L
	Intermediate level

	Enhancing Occupation-Based Practice  *
This presentation will introduce the Dynamic Model of Occupation-based practice and the Occupation-Based Practice Assessment as tools to assist practitioners in reflecting on their practice and growing as an occupation-based practitioner.

	Donna Colaianni, Ph.D., OTR/L, CHT
	All levels

	Functional Breathing **
This is a course designed to educate on respiratory system anatomy/functions, assessments in practice, and applying energy conservation skills to improve functional respiratory capacity with activities.

	Hannah Johnson, MS, OTR/L
	Student and entry level

	Handwriting interventions via telehealth **
This presentation will explore the feasibility and effectiveness of delivering the Handwriting Without Tears® curriculum, a frequently used multi-sensory handwriting program, via telehealth. The case study was conducted with a first grader who was typically developing to gain understanding into the relationship between handwriting and spelling. The results of this pilot study informed and streamlined the subsequent case series study. This investigation was conducted with children with literacy issues of handwriting and/or spelling delays, who would be more representative of a pediatric occupational therapy caseload. This project aims to build on the handwriting-focused literacy research as well as grow the evidence for pediatric occupational therapy telehealth interventions.

	Laura Bray, Ph.D., OTR/L
	All levels

	Impact of Collaboration on Occupation-Based Practice *
This presentation will explore how varying professionals within a skilled nursing facility view the impact that interprofessional and intraprofessional collaboration has on occupation-based practice along with their perceptions of collaboration.

	Stedmon Hopkins, OTD, OTR/L, Leah Simpkins, OTD, OTR/L, CPAM, CDP, PNAP, and Dana Howell, PhD, OTD, OTR/L, FAOTA
	Intermediate

	Life with Literacy **
An occupational science student and a faculty member share perspectives, experiences and ideas for literacy as occupation. Literacy engagement across the lifespan is represented in the session with interactive elements for the  attendees.

	Lynn Duncan, OTS, and Leslie Hardman, OTD, OTR/L
	Student, entry level, intermediate

	Meditation to Improve Attention for Adults with Stroke or ADHD:  An Analysis of Affordances **
[bookmark: _Hlk106193821]This presentation will facilitate analysis of meditation in terms of affordances, neuroplasticity, and occupational therapy. It will focus on mantra meditation to improve attention for adults with stroke or ADHD.

	Cheryl Carrico, Ph.D, OTR/L
	Entry level

	NBCOT student and certificant online presentation **
Both prospective occupational therapy practitioners (OT and OTA) will benefit from these two NBCOT presentations about test and career preparation for OT and OTA students and career advancement for OTR and COTA practitioners.


	Barbara Williams
	Student 

	Occupational Therapy and Creating Dementia Friendly Communities *
This presentation discusses the importance of making adaptations to communities and providing education to community members about dementia including Alzheimer’s to create accessibility for all.

	Julie Duckart, PhD, OTR/L and Leah Simpkins, OTD, OTR/L
	Entry level and intermediate

	Occupational therapy interventions for children: A systematic review *
This systematic review was conducted to determine the effect sensory-based and self-regulatory interventions have on positive mental health, occupational performance, and academic performance in school-aged children. 

	Josh Skuller PhD, OTR/L, BCP, ATP, Maddie Luette OTS, Rachel Pitzen, OTS, and Emily Wells, OTS
	All levels

	OT Provider’s: Define, Deescalate, Defuse Aggressive Work
Situations **
Define “aggressive” behaviors in the workplace from
clients and colleagues, and learn about evidence based
strategies to management safely successfully.

	Susan Skees Hermes, OTD, OTR/L, BCP and Frances Howard, 
	All levels

	Pediatric trauma: Impact across the lifespan*
Participants will learn about adverse childhood experiences and the impact on health and well-being of persons across the lifespan.  In depth information on neurodevelopment and impact on sensory processing system.

	Amy Noble, OTD, MSOT, OTR/L
	All levels

	Prone to success: The effective of the prone position on handwriting **
This presentation explores if writing in prone results in more legible handwriting through a quasi-experimental study design. Study interventions and results will be presented along with the benefits of positional changes as well on handwriting development on young children.

	Magdelene Pearl, OTS
	All levels

	Reimbursement for  Behavioral Health Services **
Occupational therapy practitioners have a history of providing mental health services. Many of our client’s require both physical and behavioral health services to engage in occupations. This session will  address reimbursement.

	Camille Skubik-Peplaski, Ph.D., OTR/L, FAOTA, BCP, and Karen Lentz
	All levels

	Research Basics for Occupational Therapy Practitioners *
Occupational therapy practitioners should use evidence-based practice to achieve the best outcomes for their clients. This session will describe basic research methods and how to evaluate quality of available evidence.

	Renee Causey Upton, Ph.D., OTD, OTR/L, CLA
	Intermediate

	Research Forum: ***
A discussion will be facilitated about emerging opportunities for clinical and academic research. Topics will include occupational therapy’s role in telehealth, disaster management, and other topics of interest.

	Facilitated by Cheryl Carrico
Featuring Susan Skees Hermes, OTD, BCP, OTR/L

	All levels

	Sensory Modulation: A Class-Wide Approach **
The purpose of this presentation is to introduce learners to all steps in the development/implementation of sensory modulation supports in the general education population, including grade levels K-4. This presentation is based on the steps and processes taken by the author to achieve formal program development and staff education at a local school district. The literature that has been reviewed for the creation of this presentation supports the increasing need for sensory-based modifications and supports within the general education environment. The literature also reviews and supports the impact of sensory modulation on general education, the use of universal design for learning, evidence-based class-wide sensory interventions, and the role/impact for occupational therapists

	Nichole Ruscello, OTD, OTR/L
	All levels

	Sensory Processing Disorder: Antecedent hiding in plain sight **
Sensory Processing Disorders (SPD) are frequently overlooked as a causal factor in target behaviors within the school setting. Participants of this training will learn how to identify sensory processing disorders as an antecedent of target behaviors. All will receive the necessary tools to identify the patterns of sensory dysregulation and create a schedule for satiating the student's sensory cravings. SPD has been addressed for years in the clinical setting and now tools have been designed for easy implementation in the school setting.

	David Daniel, CCC-SLP, ATP
	All levels

	Simulation home***
Students will get a hands-on experience with case studies in a state of the art simulation home. Experiences will include advanced in home adaptations and home environment adaptations for a variety of conditions and clients. A specific emphasis will be on collaboration between OT and OTA and forming therapeutic collaborations.

	Allen Keener, OTD, OTR/L, ATP
Cassandra Ginn, OTD, OTR/L
	Student

	So… You Want to Be a Fieldwork Educator**
A course designed to help practitioners be more efficient clinical instructor to their OT or OTA students. This course is designed to inspire confidence in the fieldwork educator by enhancing skills for mentorship and professional collaboration so that both the student and practitioner learn and grow from working with one another.




	Cassandra Ginn, OTD, OTR/L, CBIS, and Allen Keener, and OTD, OTR/L, ATP
	Student, entry level and intermediate

	The Clinical Applications of Myofascial Release **
This two-hour presentation with labs is a beginner level introduction for the therapist who wants to learn more about when and how to implement myofascial release in clinical settings.

	Rob McAlister, Ph.D., OTR/L
	Student, entry level

	The power of occupation: Using ESSA to enhance student participation * 
This presentation examines how school-based occupational therapy practitioners can shift their practice to embrace their role under Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA), enhancing participation for all students. An overview of the impact of ESSA on schools and opportunities to develop an action plan for the unique school context is highlighted.

	Shirley P. O’Brien, PhD, OTR/L, FAOTA, Pam Stephenson OTD, OTR/L, BCP, FAOTA, and Amy Coopersmith,  MOT, OTR/L

	Entry Level

	The profession, it is a-changing:  The Capstone Project *
Capstone projects demonstrate practicality in exploring new aspects of existing and new practice initiatives. Through mentoring, partnerships can advance professional value in KY.

	Shirley O’Brien PhD OTR/L FAOTA, Melba Custer PhD OT/L, and Camille Skubik-Peplaski PhD OTR/L FAOTA
	Student, advanced

	Treating SNF Clients’ UE Pain with E-stim *
This presentation focuses on the effectiveness of electrical stimulation in treating UE pain for older adults who reside long-term in a skilled nursing facility

	Cody West, OTD, MS, OT/L, CPAM, Cindy Hayden, DHEd., OTR/L, CHT, and Leah Simpkins, OTD, OTR/L, CPAM, CDP, PNAP 
	Entry level

	Use of High and Low Fidelity Level I Simulated Fieldwork to enhance student confidence and preparedness for the level II FW experience and beyond. **
Fieldwork experiences in a busy metropolitan community can be hard to come by, despite the recent COVID pandemic, especially when your new program is located among other regionally sound institutions. This proposal focuses on exploring the research behind use of high and low fidelity simulation experiences to enhance student confidence and student success in acquiring the skills needed for level II fieldwork preparedness.  Low fidelity simulations (i.e., case studies) have long been used in the OTD curriculum to allow students to build on the exposure to varied clinical circumstances to build student competence and comfortability with clinical scenarios and common diagnoses. High fidelity simulations (i.e., use of actors, mannequins, and simulated videos) have more recently been utilized to promote real-life scenarios without the fear of the real-world consequences (i.e., student mistakes or client injury). This low-risk hands on application and training for students enables enhanced skill development without negatively affecting client safety or healthcare outcomes. With the variations in level of authenticity (use of high versus low fidelity) of the simulated experience, the fieldwork program can easily be modified to meet specific learning objectives of the curriculum. 
This proposal addresses the use of both types of simulations built into a Level I fieldwork simulation program to ensure student readiness for obtaining the occupational profile, utilizing professional behaviors, completing vitals, transfers, and engaging in the occupational process for student preparedness and confidence moving into their level II fieldwork experience. Entry level occupational therapists are required to have a minimal number of standards of competency to enter the profession and simulated fieldwork experiences help students develop professional reasoning and professional behaviors to ensure student readiness towards those clinical proficiencies. We will explore the literature related to student preparedness and clinical competencies for entering level II fieldwork experience and entry level practice. 

	Angela Boyd, OTD, MOTR/L
	Student, entry level
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